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Metascience has deep roots and many 

branches. It is currently experiencing a 

fresh burst of growth, with new shoots 

appearing in many parts of the global 

research system.

Metascience can be understood:

• as a discourse coalition;

• as an inclusive, global community;

• as a source of collective intelligence



Time trend in the annual number of publications per field 

referencing core metascience topics in their titles and abstracts



Metascience is not a discipline – it is 
better understood as an orientation or 
way of engaging with questions that 
most researchers (and research 
funders, policymakers, publishers and 
other actors in research systems) 
encounter periodically in the 
networks, disciplines and institutions 
that they inhabit and work in. 

Many researchers and research 
professionals choose at certain points 
in their career to devote time, energy 
and research capacity to these 
questions. This does not require a 
change in their broader research 
career orientation, nor for them to 
identify as ‘metascientists’.  The 
decision to engage in such activity is 
often born of a frustration with things 
that aren’t working well in one’s 
immediate environment, and a desire 
first to understand, then to remedy, 
visible problems, obstacles or failures 
in that part of the research system.



Metascience as a side hustle



The menu of methods and tools for metascientific analysis is 

expanding fast, through a combination of improved 

techniques for network analysis; advances with LLMs and 

other AI models; and new scientometric indicators. Moves to 

build better infrastructures for open research information and 

meta-data – such as OpenAlex – are building momentum.

Lower barriers to entry & uptake of new methods



METASCIENCE ON 
THE AGENDA AT THE 
GLOBAL RESEARCH 
COUNCIL (May 2026)





META-MOMENT: a new RoRI project

Our META-MOMENT project seeks to capture these dynamics of growth 
and transformation. The project will map and analyse the changing mix of 
institutions, investments, infrastructures, and capabilities for metascience 
across 21 countries: 

Austria, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, France, 
Germany, Ghana, India, Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Namibia, the 
Netherlands, Norway, South Africa, the UK, and the United States.

By providing the most comprehensive overview of metascience in national 
R&D systems to date, the project aims to inform and inspire policymakers, 
funders, metascience researchers and decision-makers worldwide. Its final 
report will be published in November 2026.
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The metascience system expands while retaining its core structure
Evolution of cluster structure across time (2000–2025)

PRELIMINARY
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Metascience has entered a new expansion phase since 2020, with shifting 
domain composition

Metascience output by supercluster (2000–2025) and domain growth rates (2015–2025)

PRELIMINARY

+8%

+8%

+4%

+6%

+8%

+16%

+6%

→ The metascience system is not only growing, but 

reconfiguring across domains
→ Output jumped 49% in 2020 alone and remains 

structurally above its pre-2020 trajectory

→ Surge in 2020 likely caused by COVID and the open 
science movement

→ Open Science and Data Infrastructure expand faster than 

Evaluation and Evidence
→ Overall field is growing at +8.3% CAGR but the 

composition is shifting

→ Shifting domain growth indicates changing priorities in 
how metascience is practiced
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Global metascience collaboration is centralised but multi-nodal
Structure of international metascience collaborations (co-authorship volume)

Global metascience coordination is centralised 

but not monopolised, with influence 

concentrated but distributed across key 

corridors

• In terms of absolute country-country 

collaboration volume: 

• The US sits at the centre of the global 

metascience collaboration network

• The US-UK corridor is the single strongest 

bilateral collaboration

• US-Germany, US-Canada, US-China 

collaborations form a clear second tier of 

major links

• Collaboration intensity is uneven across 

country pairs



RoRI: a platform for collaborative metascience
jw@researchonresearch.org; researchonresearch.org 
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